
Date: March 28.2003 

Uockcts Management Branch @PA-305) 
Food and JJ~LQ AdnWatr~tion 
5630 Fistms Lane. Room 1061 
Rockviue, Maryland 20%52 

To Whom It May Conm: 

See 303, Admln~tlw Detention 
hilnw5 an atflccr or quitubd enrgfoyoe OWM l%Od @ad Quo 

Adminlmwion to order the dWnUm, in accordraco with tho wd~aeden, of 
any article of food that is found dwbg an inqwtie& exmhtion, or 
hvrst~~ation undo this Act mndu@d by 6uc& omEw or qudifid 661$0~0& 
if the oftlcur or qudifkd smploy#! ha6 cmdiile 8vi&aCe w iI&Woa that 
sue h atlcle pra6c61~ a tbmt of serious uhmm hoa& ConuquencsE or denth 
to human or animals, 

Conccm: What is conddered a qualified employee of the USFDA? DOSS tW include 8 derk . i 
who does data entry or a secretary that rowers tdcphane calls? This sectb should be 
anlcnded to 3pccifically stats that only a cempliancc officer or inspector of tb Food and DW 
Adminimtion may order tha detlulaion.. . 

Sac 303. Adninkrativa LMeWn 

Comera The specXying of 20 days, ~FI m upper IknIt, is not what must wauld ~oasik 8 
re~~sanable time frame to institute an action. In addition, from when does the period of 
detention besin? The period of detention should begin once p&r notice (as stated in See 307) 
is filed far Ilrr: wtklc of food. ln additioa, the article of f&d should only be &tai& for 72 
hbUts SO that the Secretary is ensbled to institute and &on, 
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Se8 307. Prior Nat.& 8f Imported Food Shiiente 
FDA rccqnhcs that food my be shipped In ths s&me cmtainer or tmck 
with noa-fboditwnls. Since fnticlesthataroootfW  nirsMtdUb+ODthW 
propowl nrlr, v&n mix4 or wnsolidaord iq#rwd &.l@ t cauT&fi 
artklcs  of food that mast Ire hdd at UK pan of my or nmmd t8 a secure 
Lcility, those wticks ulat hava bwa nfbsed munt bo dealtwith b&i chic  
mit mha shipment p~wccds. 

Concern: This  prupnls td rsgulatioa appears to place undue burden on @orters who &tea use 
mix  or cona03idtW  imported freight to import their goods. If O M  kporter do62 it -1~ 
file a prior Mt ice of impbrtcd fobd diipmcnts, then the other it?lpOrkrS must W &it fO r the 
offinding importer to deal with the prior natice of impotied food shipmdntp b&e the 
cowolidated or mixed imported &eight shipmat au prcx~ed. Importers caa faoc  subsbuM 
delay s  awaidng c learance of pmducts, . 

W e, as rrmnbcrs of the intcrrwtimal trade cxxnmdy, we very caacerned abut he current 
s ituation with impwtation 8s well &B the future &~plamentation of the ~oterrotk Ac t ad 
subsequent regwlotions , As  it s tands , the inW &ond aada ha bei?n IWC&Y bindered and 
s lowed by the increase in the nunkw of inspwtians  and r~guhtiom~ W ith U W  l- ikdih~ad that 
there w ill be an incrcasc  in regulations , pTuc6dlnus , and alg!t Lmdcr the implemartrtim oft& 
Bi~tpnrrrim Act, the length of time to receive import& merchandk ps w-41 as the cost of 
imporurion will only  increase, By add@  another fkderal agcllc y  that will ia2itik  it6 own 6&s 
of Biotemrisrn regulations , this will only  CWSB dun&q that Is  not needed s ince US 
Customs and the I.lS~~ Iwa already  inawed it~~pcotions  at our border in re@wls  to 
Bioitrroeism. W C  see this as ex:xtranmau~ secur ity  thas  will not eid in the fight agabst 
Biotcraian and o wpls tc  of human and finan&l resources. 

A&UI Food Trudc Association Men&w 


